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ASSOCIATION INFORMATION
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Executive Committee Meetings ................... Mondays, Feb. 1, Mar. 1, 6:45 pm
BOD Meetings: .......................................... Mondays, Feb.15, Mar.15, 6:45 pm
ACC Meetings: .................................. Wednesdays, Feb. 24, Mar. 24, 6:45 pm
Garbage pickup: ........................................................................... Every Friday
Recycling: ..................................................... Fridays, Feb. 12, 26, Mar.12, 26
Large Trash, Junk Pickup: .........................................................Friday, Feb. 26
Tree Waste Pickup ....................................................................Friday, Mar. 26
General Meeting: .......................................................... Tuesday, Apr.13, 2021
via Zoom, contact office for details about how to connect to Zoom

Tues.
Sun.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Fri.

February 2021
Black History Month
2 ..................... Ground Hog Day
7 ................. Super Bowl Sunday
14 ....................... Valentine Day
15 ...................... Presidents Day
16 ............................ Mardi Gras
17 .................... Ash Wednesday
26 .....................................Purim

March 2021
14 ... Daylight Saving Time Starts
........................ (Spring Forward)
Wed. 17 .....................St. Patricks’ Day
Sat. 27 ...................... Passover starts
Sun. 28 ......................... Palm Sunday
Sun.

Online Newscaster
The Newscaster is delivered to members’
homes by the 1st of February, April, June,
August, October and December. It can be
viewed online at www.springshadows.org
by the 15th of the month prior to delivery.

Important Phone Numbers
Pct. 5 Constable

281-463-6666

Graffiti Removal

311 (713-837-0311)

Emergency

911

Houston Police (Non Emer)

713-884-3131

Houston Fire (Admin)

832-394-6700

Office Information

SBISD Police

713-984-9805

10355 Centrepark Drive, Suite 220
Houston, Texas 77043
Tel. 713 460 1718
Fax 713 460 2399
www.springshadows.org
email: office@springshadows.org
Office hours Mon. – Fri. 8:30 AM – 3:00 PM

Amy Peck Council Member District A
832-393-3010
BARC (Roaming Dogs)

713-229-7342

Contact information correct at time of printing.

INFORMATION POSTED IN THE NEWSCASTER IS FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT
ENDORSED BY SPRING SHADOWS CIVIC ASSOCIATION UNLESS SPECIFICALLY STATED OTHERWISE.
SPRING SHADOWS CIVIC ASSOCIATION WILL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR DECISIONS MADE
BASED ON INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS PUBLICATION.
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WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT
Happy New Year, Neighbors!
My name is Matthew Bryant, and I am honored and privileged to be serving you,
my neighbors, as Director and President of the Spring Shadows Civic Association for
2021. I would like to thank outgoing president Carl Thompson for his excellent
leadership in the face of an extremely trying year and hope that I can come close to
matching his calm and thoughtful approach to all of the issues we as an association
and community faced during 2020. I also want to thank all directors who served last
year, including those who have completed their service, and I want to welcome the
newly-elected directors to the board. I look forward with great optimism to all that this
year may offer.
Unfortunately, we aren’t out of the woods yet. As the pandemic continues to
ravage our community and those nationwide, I urge you to remain vigilant and take
every precaution to keep the coronavirus at bay by washing your hands, wearing your
mask, and practicing social distancing. Also, take care to reduce contact with those
outside of your immediate family as best you can. This can help minimize
asymptomatic transmission of the virus. Still, there is hope in the form of multiple
vaccines that have been granted emergency approval and are beginning to be more
widely available for distribution.
In light of the continued risk of transmitting coronavirus in large groups, and based
on city and county recommendations, the office will remain closed to visitors unless
you make an appointment. To protect our staff, we ask that you wear your mask while
in the office and attempt to limit the time spent to conduct absolutely necessary
business only.
We will also continue to hold all committee and board of directors meetings
virtually through Zoom. Details will be sent out to the neighborhood for each board of
directors meeting, and if interested, you may contact the office for call-in details for
committee meetings as well. Most likely, the April general meeting will also be held
virtually in a format similar to last year’s October general meeting.
If you are interested in joining a committee or becoming more involved on the
board, we are always looking for dedicated individuals who desire to serve their
neighbors. There are lots of ways to get involved, and we can help you find a place
that is right for you.
Thank you for making Spring Shadows a great place to live. Stay safe and Happy
New Year.
Sincerely,
Matthew Bryant, President
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ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE
Now that everyone has settled into their New Year’s resolutions, I’d like to propose
that everyone reading this considers taking on another one…volunteering with one of
the Spring Shadows Civic Association committees. Since this is my column, I am
going to specifically make a plea for anyone interested in joining ACC. As I’m sure you
all know, aside from the terrific work the two ladies in the office do on a day-to-day
basis, everything else related to our nearly 2,000 homes is done by volunteers. And as
the adage goes, many hands make light work.
The general charge of the ACC Committee, as I’m certain I’ve mentioned on
multiple occasions, is to maintain the aesthetic harmony of the subdivision. This
ranges from significant issues such as structural problems with homes and major
renovations, to minor problems like lawn/landscaping maintenance and unruly tree
limbs. Not only does this help to keep our neighborhood looking nice, but it also helps
to maintain the value of the properties in the subdivision and prevent costly damage to
property. Our hope is to point out smaller issues that may not be apparent to a
homeowner who sees them every day, before they become big problems.
Another item to keep in mind this time of year is holiday decorations. Every year
there are a few homes that seem to try to stretch the spirit of the season well into the
middle of the year. While most people enjoy the beautifully decorated homes
throughout the holidays, the decorations tend to shift from enjoyable to annoying for
most people by mid-January or so. There is a very good chance that if you still have
holiday lights up at the time of this newsletter, there are likely some neighbors whose
holiday spirit has long since worn thin.
Finally, as spring approaches, it is time to start thinking about those lawns again.
Many of your lawns were affected with the sod webworm infestation (little moths),
leaving many lawns with large areas of dead patches of grass. This last summer
season has also wreaked havoc on many people’s yards. The ACC Committee has
distinguished these issues from our typical violation letters. These “sod letters,” as
they have been dubbed, will be going out sometime in early spring as a reminder that
it is time to start working on restoring those battered lawns. As always, if you have any
questions about ACC, please contact the committee through the office at 713-4601718 or email at office@springshadows.org
David Jurgens, Chair
(Reprinted from February 2017 issue)
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PATROL & SAFETY COMMITTEE
We hope that you’ve had a good, safe, and healthy holiday season. Hopefully 2021
will eventually see a return to normalcy.
The biggest news for us is that Sgt. Hernandez has left the Constables position in
Pct. 5 in order to become a Lieutenant in Pct. 2, .a big promotion for him. We wish him
the best and thank him for his service to Spring Shadows. We also welcome our new
Constable Patrol – Sgt. James Cessna. Sgt. Cessna is a veteran of Pct. 5 and comes
to us from another contract out in the Katy area, where he was the acting seargent.
Sgt. Hernandez has spoken very highly of Sgt. Cessna. I know that everyone will
welcome Sgt. Cessna to Spring Shadows and help make him feel at home.
Thanks to our Constables and concerned citizens, the driver of the red Chevy
Tahoe who was committing crimes in our area of Houston was apprehended. This
reinforces our mantra, “IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!” Spring
Shadows residents gave statements to the Constables that they witnessed criminal
acts being committed by the driver. These statements provided the District Attorney
enough information to issue an arrest warrant. More information was posted by Pct. 5
on NextDoor and Facebook. (015816)
One of our homeowners asked that residents be reminded that we have car
window stickers in our office that can be affixed to the back window of your vehicle.
These stickers help identify you as a Spring Shadows resident, and will also help the
Constables to differentiate who lives in Spring Shadows versus those who don’t. Just
call the Spring Shadows Office at 713-460-1718.
Another reminder is that should you go walking or biking after dark, please, please,
please wear light colored clothing or have something reflective to enable drivers to see
you.
Again, thanks for doing your part to make Spring Shadows a safer neighborhood.
IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!
Please call the Pct. 5 Constable Dispatch at 281-463-6666. Identify yourself as a
Spring Shadows resident, and then let the dispatcher know why you are calling.
Thanks again for your help, and please have a Happy New Year!

Rob Cooms, Chair
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Spring Shadows
Market Information for January 2021
Active Listings on 01/7/2021

30

12 months ending December 31, 2020:
Number of Homes Sold
Average days on the market
Highest Priced Home
Average Sales Price/Sifts
Average Sales Price

117
66
$520,000
$165.74
$376,195

Prior year - 12 months ending December 31, 2019:
Number of Homes Sold
Average days on the market
Highest Priced Home
Average Sales Price/Sifts
Average Sales Price

97
63
$544,000
$157.48
$361,743

HOUSTON HOUSING BLAZES ITS WAY THROUGH NOVEMBER
Market maintains a record-setting pace even as the supply of homes dwindles further
HOUSTON — (December 9, 2020) — Homes across the greater Houston area continued selling at a record pace
despite historically low inventory, the start of the holiday season and the lingering coronavirus pandemic. A low
supply of homes for sale and strong demand from homebuyers combined to push the average price to record territory. Once again, the high end of the market generated the strongest increase in consumer activity with mid-range
homes also selling briskly.
Homes between $250,000 and $500,000, which comprise the market’s biggest share of sales, shot up 50.3 percent. The single-family home average price climbed 15.0 percent to an historic high of $341,765 while the median
price increased 12.0 percent to $270,000 – the second highest level of all time. Year-to-date sales are currently
9.0 percent ahead of 2019’s record pace.
Single-family home sales soared 25.6 percent in November with 7,990 units sold throughout the greater Houston
area compared to 6,359 a year earlier. On a year-to-date basis, sales are outpacing last year’s record volume by
9.0 percent. Strong sales volume among homes in the high end of the market once again pushed pricing upward.
The single-family home average price hit a record high, climbing 15.0 percent to $341,765. The median price
reached the second highest level of all time, rising 12.0 percent to $270,000.
Broken out by housing segment, December sales performed as follows:
$150,000 - $249,999: increased 7.4 percent
$250,000 - $499,999: increased 50.3 percent
$500,000 - $749,999: increased 72.2 percent
Prepared by:
ARLENE NOVICK,
REALTOR® SRES®
Keller Williams Realty Metropolitan
a.novick@comcast.net
713-898-0818
www.ArleneNovick.com
Information obtained from HAR MLS, is believed to be accurate but is not guaranteed.
This should not be considered an opinion of value.
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MEET OUR NEW CONSTABLE
Sergeant Jimmy Cessna began his law enforcement
career with Harris County Constable Pct. 5 on August
19, 2006. He has worked in various divisions including
Contract Patrol, K9 Patrol, Toll Road, and Special
Operations. In September 2017, he was promoted to the
rank of Corporal in the Special Operations Division.
In October 2017, he was further promoted to the rank of
Sergeant and assigned to the Toll Road Division. Sgt.
Cessna transferred back to Contract Patrol in 2018, and
is currently assigned to the Spring Shadows
neighborhood. When he is not serving his community,
Sgt. Cessna enjoys hunting, fishing, and spending time
with his family.

**HOUSEHOLD DRUG DISPOSAL STEPS* *
Office of National Drug Control Policy, October 2009

DON’T: Flush expired or unwanted prescription and over-the-counter drugs down
the toilet or drain unless the label or accompanying patient information specifically
instructs you to do so.
DO: Return unwanted or expired prescription and over-the-counter drugs to a drug
take-back program or follow the steps for household disposal below.
1. Take your prescription drugs out of their original containers.
2. Mix drugs with an undesirable substance, such as cat litter or used coffee
grounds.
3. Put the mixture into a disposable container with a lid, such as an empty margarine tub, or a sealable bag.
4. Conceal or remove any personal information, including the Rx number, on the
empty containers by covering it with permanent marker or duct tape, or by
scratching it off.
5. The sealed container with the drug mixture, and the empty drug containers,
can now be placed in the trash.
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WELCOME OUR NEW NEIGHBORS
9506 Moorberry

10/26/2020

2739 Shadowdale

11/23/2020

2730 Kismet

10/26/2020

9834 Vogue

11/24/2020

2822 Fontana

10/29/2020

2622 Manila

11/30/2020

2710 Fontana

10/30/2020

2535 Moss Hill

12/01/2020

2531 Parana

10/30/2020

2714 Shadowdale

12/01/2020

2403 Lexford

11/02/2020

2610 Pomeran

12/01/2020

2423 Eaglerock

11/10/2020

2510 Pine Village

12/01/2020

2442 Eaglerock

11/13/2020

2614 Parana

12/11/2020

2830 Durban

11/13/2020

3011 Manila

12/11/2020

2830 Fontana

11/16/2020

9742 Lawngate

12/18/2020

3011 Kismet

11/19/2020

9722 Truscon

12/23/2020

2019 Eaglerock

11/19/2020

9634 Truscon

12/24/2020

2714 Durban

11/20/2020

2918 Kevin

12/28/2020

9931 Emnora

11/23/2020

3007 Shadowdale

12/29/2020

SPRING SHADOWS CIVIC ASSOCIATION 2021 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
APPROVED BY THE BOD NOVEMBER 9, 2020
PRESIDENT: MATTHEW BRYANT
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT: CARL THOMPSON
VICE PRESIDENT: VACANT
SECRETARY: ALEXIS LOVING
TREASURER: VIRGINIA DENSMAN
AT LARGE: DAVID VAN BERGAN
AT LARGE: ROB COOMS
AT LARGE: GREG JANAK
AT LARGE: ROBERT BLUM
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THESE NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS
TERMS BEGIN JANUARY 1, 2021
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COMMUNITY AND GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
City and county services continue to be slow to respond due to COVID-19 issues.
SSCA is continuing to work with Council Member Amy Peck’s office and Harris County
Precinct 4 on moving various projects forward.
The Neuens Road Drainage project between Blalock and Gessner is currently under
construction, progressing westerly from Blalock Rd. towards Witte Rd. and Gessner Rd.
During construction, a minimum of one way traffic will be maintained, except for
occasional short term full closures with proper detours in place. Currently, both drainage
infrastructure and paving are under construction and have progressed west to the Parana
and Crestdale intersections. Completion of the entire project is expected by January 2023,
barring any unforeseen circumstances. The Spring Shadows South drainage and paving
project, which includes the Campbell Woods Subdivision, should begin shortly after
completion of the Neuens Road project.
The Spring Shadows North (Westray) project needs more detention, which the city is
currently pursuing. Once that is determined, this project should be able to move forward
and obtain funding. Hopefully we will have more good news to share soon.
SSCA continues to actively pursue the installation of additional stop signs at the newlyopened Kemp Forest and Rosenfield intersection. We submitted another request, even
though previous requests have been denied based solely on city and state guidelines
without consideration of factors not included in the guidelines. The City of Houston Public
Works Department is currently working on developing concepts to improve the mobility in
the area in order to bring the intersection to ADA-compliant levels, making it pedestrian
and bicycle friendly. When these designs are completed, CM Peck's office will coordinate
a virtual meeting with the impacted community, the SSCA, and the city.
Unfortunately, the request for a traffic signal at Kempwood and Rosefield is still on
hold. The SSCA will likely be unable to make a request again till sometime during the
summer of 2021. Until then, we have asked CM Peck to find out if there are other avenues
available to push this project forward.
The previously promised repair and panel replacement project on Gessner from
Neuens to Emnora is now expected to begin either in late Spring or early Summer this
year.
SSCA is already in discussions with CM Peck's office, MetroNational Corporation,
Harris County Precinct 5 Constables office and HPD in order to work toward a solution for
the traffic problems encountered due the Christmas light display on Quincannon. The
SSCA will send more information concerning this to the affected areas as it becomes
available.
David Van Bergen, Chair
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H&R Block 2021 Tax Preparation Documentation Checklist
Personal Information

•
•
•
•
•

Your social security number or tax ID number
Your spouse's name, social security number or tax ID number
Dependent's Dates of birth, social security numbers or tax ID's
Childcare records (including the provider's tax ID number)
Form 8332 right to claim a child (if applicable)

Employment and Income Documentation

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Employed Forms W-2
Income of other adults in your home
Unemployed Unemployment, state tax refund (1099-G)
Self-Employed Income, Forms 1099-MISC, Schedules K-1
Records of all expenses and receipts
Business-use asset (cost, date placed in service, etc.)
In home office information, if applicable
Record of estimated tax payments made (Form 1040ES)
Rental Income Records of income and expenses
Rental asset information (cost, date placed in service, etc.)
Retirement Income Pension/IRA/annuity income (1099-R)
Traditional IRA basis (i.e. amounts contributed already taxed)
Social security/RRB income (1099-SSA, RRB-1099)
Savings, Investments, Dividend income (1099, -INT, -OID, -DIV)
Income from stock sales or other property (1099-B, 1099-S)
Dates of acquisition and cost basis for property sold (1099-B)
• Health Savings Account, LTC (1099-SA or 1099-LTC)
• Expenses related to your investments
• Other Income & Losses Gambling, Jury duty records,
Hobby income and expenses
• Prizes and awards, Trusts, Royalty Income 1099
Misc, other 1099s received, alimony paid/received
Continued on page 12
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Continued from page 11

Tax Deduction Documentation Checklist

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Home Ownership Forms 1098, mortgage interest statements
• Real estate and personal property tax records
• Receipts for energy-saving home improvements
• All other 1098 series forms
• Qualifies Charitable Donations, cash and non-cash
• Mileage driven for charitable or medical purposes
• Medical Expenses, healthcare insurance, doctors, dentists, etc.
• Health Insurance Form 1095-A, Marketplace (Exchange)
info
Form 1095-B and/or 1095-C insurance coverage sources
Marketplace exemption certificate (ECN) if applicable
Childcare Expenses Fees for care of an infant or preschooler
Wages paid to a baby-sitter
Educational Expenses Forms 1098-T and Receipts
Records of any scholarships or fellowships you received
Form1098-E if you paid student loan interest
Job Expenses & Tax Prep Fees, related vehicle expenses
Receipts for classroom expenses (for educators in grades K-12)
Employment-related expenses (dues, publications, Job-hunting
Moving expenses not reimbursed by employer
Amount paid for previous year tax return preparation
State & Local Taxes or local sales tax amounts paid
Retirement & other Savings Form 5498-SA, HAS contributions
Form 5498 showing, forms IRA contributions, forms (5498QA, -ESA)
Federally Declared Disaster documentation, property losses, clean up costs
Rebuilding repair costs, insurance reimbursements/claims,
FEMA assistance
information
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A New Year and We Start Over
Hidden Number
$25.00 is the prize this issue!

HOLIDAY LIGHT CONTEST

Your six digit account number is the top
line of your address label. The number
is included in one of the articles in this
issue. When you find your number,
contact the office by letter or email.
Give us your name, your account number, the article in which you found it
and a check will be in your mail box
soon. Prizes must be claimed within 45
days and unclaimed prizes roll over into
the next issue. The numbers are randomly picked by SSCA’s CPA firm. Association dues are not used to fund the
prize.

Congratulations to all of our winners
and thank you to all our participants in
our Holiday Light Contest.
Remember these are not year round
decorations. They should have been
removed by January 15th.

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS

HILLENDAHL LIBRARY

Please let the office know
your email* address so you
can be included on important
Association news. The office
needs only ONE (1) good
email address per family.

The Hillendahl Library building may
be closed to the public, but they have
instituted HPL TO GO curbside.
Place holds on library materials
through
the
online
catalogue
(houstonlibrary.org), and schedule an
appointment for pickup.

Email your name and street
address to the Association at
office@springshadows.org

You will be notified by email when your
items are available.

If you are currently receiving
group emails from the Association, then you’re already in
the system and do not need to
take further action.

Arrive at your appointed time, stay in
your car and call the library, giving
them your name and where you are
parked. Someone will bring your items
to you.

Thank you.
*email address will be used for Association
business only

Hillendahl Library — 832-393-1940
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Hammerly Mini Storage
100% Climate Controlled
9438 Hammersley

713-722-7141

Pat and John Williams

Luper’s Pool Service

Tom Luper, 713-894-0425
Pool Renovations, Equipment Repair/
Replacement, Underground Leak Repairs,
Skimmer Repair/Replacement,
Deck Repair or Replacement,
Weekly Maintenance, Drain and Clean
References, Insured

As You Like It
Carpet Care
“Service That Everyone Talks About”
Carpet and Oriental Rug Cleaning
All Types of Carpet Repairs
Emergency Water Extraction

Ron Mink

(713) 467-3185

A Spring Shadows Resident
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Spring Branch Pet Patrol
Pet Sitting Service

Lois Wingo

713-461-2857

www.sbpetpatrol.com
20 years experience, specializing in daily
noon visits/walking, overnight stays
and med administering.
Accredited by BBB and Angie’s List Member
Received Angie’s Super Service Award in
2013 and 2014
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JENNIFER HUNTER WALZ
ATTORNEY AT LAW
WILLS•TRUSTS•POWERS OF ATTORNEY•PROBATE
(free 1 hour consultation at your location)
P. O. BOX 430341
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77243-0341
713.446.7730 jennifer@hunterwalzlaw.com
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NOTE TO ADVERTISERS
The next issue of the SSCA Civic Association Newscaster will be April 2021.
Please advise the Association office if
you plan to discontinue or change your
ad for the new year no later than February 1, 2021. The price is $50.00 per issue and there are six (6) issues per year.
Your support by advertising in the Newscaster is greatly appreciated.
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Advertising Policy for Spring Shadows Civic Association
Approved by the Board of Directors on May 15, 2017

It has been suggested that the Civic Association establish an advertising policy that will
allow more community businesses to advertise in the Newscaster. A policy would establish a fixed number of advertising spaces and allow those businesses currently advertising, and those who would advertise if space was available, an equal opportunity
to submit camera ready advertisements together with payment, by January 1, 2018, for
the initial 2019 Newscaster, and following editions.
The Newscaster is a bi-monthly publication of the Spring Shadows Civic Association, Inc. presenting information about the subdivision and the neighborhood to the residents of the Spring
Shadows Subdivision. Spring Shadows has 1,966 homes comprising the membership of the
Association. The Newscaster is published in February, April, June, August, October, and December of each year.
Beginning January 1, 2018, the Newscaster will make available approximately 40 advertising
spaces for local businesses to advertise their goods and services to residents and homeowners. Each advertising space will be the same size, 1/8th page (approximately business card
size, each measuring 3.5” x 2” (including border or background).
An advertisement may be purchased and placed issue-by-issue, or six issues may be purchased in January, at a cost of $50.00 per issue. All advertisements will be placed in the
Newscaster on a space available basis, in the order received. Advertisements must be submitted to the Association’s office in a camera-ready format and must be paid for in advance.
Advertisements, together with payment, must be received in the Association’s office by the
following deadlines:
December 1st for the following year’s February Newscaster
February 1st for the April Newscaster
April 1st the June Newscaster
June 1st for the August Newscaster
August 1st for the October Newscaster; and
October 1st for the December Newscaster.
Advertising rates for the next calendar year are determined by the Association each October.
The Association reserves the right to refuse advertising if, in its sole discretion, the Association
finds that the advertisement is not in the best interest of the residents. Advertisers must comply with any applicable laws or regulations regarding their advertisements. The Association is
not liable for the content of any advertisement and does not endorse nor assume any responsibility or liability for an advertiser’s product or service.
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Remember to
Wash your hands, wear your mask and practice social distancing

