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ASSOCIATION INFORMATION
CALENDAR
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Executive Committee Meetings: Mondays, Oct. 7, Nov. 4, 6:45 pm
BOD Meetings: Mondays, Nov. 18, 6:45 pm
ACC Meetings: Wednesdays, Oct. 23, Nov. 20, 6:45 pm
Garbage pickup: Fridays
Recycling: Fridays: Oct. 11, 25, Nov. 8, 22
Large Trash, Junk Pick-Up: Friday, Oct. 25
Tree Waste Pick-Up: Friday, Nov. 22
General Meeting October 8, 7:00 pm
OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Oct. 1 Tuesday : Neighbors Night Out
Oct. 1 Tuesday: Rosh Hashana Ends
Oct. 8 Tuesday: General Meeting,
Election of Board Members
Oct. 8 Tuesday : Yom Kippur Starts
Oct. 14 Monday : Columbus Day
Oct. 31 Thursday: Halloween

Nov. 3 Sunday: Daylight Saving Time
Ends
Nov. 5 Tuesday: Election Day
Nov. 11 Monday :Veterans Day
Nov. 28 Thursday: Thanksgiving Day

Important Phone Numbers

Online Newscaster
The Newscaster is delivered to members’
homes by the 1st of February, April, June,
August, October and December. It can be
viewed online at www.springshadows.org
by the 15th of the month prior to delivery.

Pct. 5 Constable 281-463-6666
Graffiti Removal 311 (713-837-0311)
Emergency 911
Houston Police (Non Emer) 713-884-3131
Houston Fire (Admin) 832-394-6700

Office Information
10355 Centrepark Drive, Suite 220
Houston, Texas 77043
Tel. 713 460 1718
Fax 713 460 2399
www.springshadows.org
email: sscaoffice@yahoo.com
Office hours Mon. – Fri. 8:30 AM – 3:00 PM

SBISD Police 713-984-9805
Brenda Stardig Council Member District A
832-393-3010
BARC (Roaming Dogs) 713-229-7342
Contact information correct at time of printing.

INFORMATION POSTED IN THE NEWSCASTER IS FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT
ENDORSED BY SPRING SHADOWS CIVIC ASSOCIATION UNLESS SPECIFICALLY STATED OTHERWISE.
SPRING SHADOWS CIVIC ASSOCIATION WILL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR DECISIONS MADE
BASED ON INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS PUBLICATION.
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SPRING SHADOWS AREA CLUBS*
Spring Shadows Moms Club meets the
first Thursday of each month at 7:15 pm.
Contact Caroline Clay or Heather Morse at
ssmomsclub@gmail.com for more
information.
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WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT
This year continues to be very busy for Spring Shadows.
As most of you have noticed, The Pavillion has been torn down and an Aldi Grocery Store is going to be built on that site. Additionally, the Spring Branch Management District has continued to replant the esplanades on Gessner south of
Kempwood. The Management District is also doing work on the Kempwood esplanades both just east and west of Gessner.
Hopefully, starting in September, the Spring Branch Management District is going
to commence work on beautifying the esplanades on Hammerly. Its plan is to start at
the Sam Houston Toll Road and work its way east to Teague. I am excited by their
work to help make that part of our area look nicer.
As discussed more elsewhere, we are having our fall General Meeting on October
8, 2019, at the Spring Woods Baptist Church. With the passage of HB 1025 this year,
our elections will return to the way they were until last year, 2018. What this means is
that would be directors have to be residents in the section that they seek to represent,
and only residents in that section can vote for them. There are some additional restrictions that have been previously advised. Anyway, this will make the voting process much more familiar to those of us who’ve lived here for more than 2 years. Hope
to see you at the General Meeting.
SSCA is continuing to focus on traffic safety issues and flooding issues. We continue to advocate for traffic control devices in the Kempwood/Rosefield area and north,
but to date, the Public Works Department opposes our requests. We will continue to
advocate for the safety of the school kids and our residents. Our concerns about flooding in areas south of Kempwood continue to be pursued with the city and county and
we always encourage your involvement in making your concerns known.

We continue to make our concerns known to the City of Houston regarding trash
pickup, especially Heavy Trash/Tree Trash. Please note especially, that should your
trash, etc. not be collected, the city has instructed us that residents must call 311 directly to report the issue. The city will not accept calls from the association on your
behalf.
We sadly note the retirement of Deputy Constable Robin Horn. She has been part
of the Constable’s Patrol of Spring Shadows for many years. It’s hard to believe that
Deputy Horn is young enough to retire, but we wish her the best.
I am also taking this opportunity to thank our directors, and other volunteers, for
their work in helping keep Spring Shadows a great place to live.
Rob Cooms
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ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE
On 09 May 2019 the Spring Shadows area was hit with a powerful hailstorm. A significant portion of SSCA homes suffered considerable damage which resulted in homeowners having to install new roofs. Here are some things you may not know:
1) Your Architectural Control Committee (ACC) immediately, and without hesitation, got in front of the situation and authorized the SSCA office employees to
approve roofing applications if the homeowners decided to use one of the
brands/colors listed on page 4 of the AC Application. This decision allowed
homeowners, their insurance companies, and their contractors to start the removal/replacement process with little or no delay.
2) As of 28 Aug 2019, 720 roofing applications have been approved since the
storm. Typical volume of roofing applications is 3-4 per month.
3) The busiest week was 03-07 June 2019 with 93 roofing applications approved.
4) The busiest day was 10 June 2019 with 27 roofing applications approved.
5) As of 28 Aug 2019, roofing application volume as slowed to < 20 per week.
6) The hailstorm also caused damage to fences, siding, windows, & rain gutters.
7) Discounting roofing applications, AC Application approvals for the months of
July & August 2019 were all-time highs of 54 & 53 respectively. Previous record: 43.
The roofing contractors have responded positively to the streamlining of the roofing
application process because they know the SSCA office will process their applications while they wait once the homeowner decides to use a shingle brand/color
which is familiar to the ACC— that is, it’s listed on Page 4 of the SSCA AC Application.

This has been a challenging summer for the SSCA office personnel as they have
worked tirelessly to respond to homeowner needs and concerns following the hailstorm, in addition to performing their usual job responsibilities. Likewise, the ACC
has strived to review all the other applications in an efficient and timely manner.
We remind you that an AC Application must be filled out and submitted for approval
for all exterior changes. This includes repair/replacement of painting, fencing, siding,
windows, and so on. The SSCA AC Application can be found on the SSCA website
(https://springshadows.org/community/forms/). For those homeowners without internet access, please call the SSCA office at 713.460.1718 for assistance.
David W. Jurgens, Chair
Architectural Control Committee
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PATROL & SAFETY COMMITTEE

John Arnold, Joe Canales, Lynda Cooms, David Durham, Jerry Gilcrease,
Ben Gillis, Tom Pizzo, and Sgt. F. Hernandez

Many thanks to our constables, Sgt. Hernandez and the deputies for keeping the Spring
Shadows sub-division safe. The crime rate in Spring Shadows is lower than the surrounding area due to their efforts. We thank you.
As a reminder, “if you see something unusual, say something” and call the
Pct. 5 Dispatcher at (281) 463-6666 for constable assistance. The deputies need to
find out about the problem as soon as possible. They patrol our neighborhood and will
have a faster response time than the police.
Be sure to put the constables telephone number (281) 463-6666 - as one of your
favorites on your cell phone. If you have a home phone – keep the constables’ number near it. If there is an emergency or problem, you do not want to have to search for
the telephone number.
It’s Back to School Time. Be sure to watch out for children walking to and from
school. Also, with fall coming more people will be out walking. If you or your children
are out walking, walk against the traffic for safety. This means that you are facing the
traffic on the side of the street where you are walking. You will see the car first and it
will not surprise you from behind. At night, wear light colored clothing or have something that reflects light.
If you live near one of the Spring Branch ISD schools and there is a problem at the
school, call the SBISD Police Department at (713) 984-9805. Be sure to state the
name of the school where the problem is happening. Our constables patrol our subdivision near the schools and not the actual school properties.
Lock your car and truck doors on all vehicles that are not in your garage. Many
of the cars and trucks that are burglarized in Spring Shadows did not have the doors
locked and valuables could be seen inside. Valuables should not be left in cars and
trucks where they can be seen. This is an invitation to a would be thief. Hide it, Lock
it, or Lose it!
For an additional truck safety, if your truck can not be parked inside the garage,
park it in the driveway with the tail gate next to the garage doors. Have good lighting in
your driveway.
Shut and lock your garage doors if you are not outside working.
age door with no one around is an open invitation to a thief.

Lynda Cooms
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An open gar-

SPRING SHADOWS CIVIC ASSOCIATION
GENERAL MEETING 7:00 pm
Spring Woods Baptist Church 10131 Emnora

Information about the General Meeting
This year’s General Meeting of the Spring Shadows Civic Association
will be on Tuesday, October 8, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., at Spring Woods
Baptist Church, 10131 Emnora, Houston, TX 77080.
Pursuant to HB 1025, 86th Texas Legislature, directors will once again
be elected by section at the Fall General Meeting.
The members will vote to fill all expiring director positions in the section in which they own a lot. Each lot may exercise two (2) votes for
each open director position in their section. Cumulative voting is not
allowed. Directors elected at this General Meeting will serve two-year
terms, beginning January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2021.
If you are unable to attend the General Meeting to vote in person, an
absentee ballot will be mailed to you along with cover letter and agenda for the meeting. A properly completed and signed absentee ballot
must be delivered to the association office no later than 5:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, October 8, 2019. The absentee ballot is also available on
the association’s website at www.springshadows.org.

A proxy is also available at the association’s office and on the website. A proxy must be delivered to the secretary or designated representative as instructed on the proxy form.
The office is open Monday through Friday, from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00
p.m. but will remain open until 5:00 p.m. on the night of the General
Meeting.

Thank you,
Spring Shadows Civic Association Board of Directors
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SURPRISE MEDICAL BILLINGS*
By Rob Cooms

SB 1264 relating to Health Insurance
To follow-up on the article in the last Newscaster, SB 1264 does not prevent all surprise medical billings. It protects Texans who buy individual or group insurance policies that are regulated by the State of Texas from charges that occur on or after January 1, 2020. It is important that you review your policy to see whether SB 1264 applies
to you.
Estimates suggest that the new law applies to about one-third of Texans with medical insurance. To be covered against surprise billings, the health insurance must be
regulated by the Texas Department of Insurance, and most aren’t.
According to a recent column in the Houston Chronicle (July 28, 2019), if your own
insurance identification card has the letters “TDI” or “DOI”, appearing somewhere on
it, protection is probably available. If you are covered by a large employer self-funded
plan that is regulated by the federal government under ERISA, your coverage is not
regulated by the State of Texas, and is not covered under the new law on surprise billing. An Austin Statesman article on August 19, 2019 says that protections of SB1264
usually relate to “…teachers, state employees, those who work for small businesses
and individuals who buy their own insurance.”
According to the Austin Statesman article, SB 1264 does not protect against surprise ambulance bills.
So, SB 1264 is a good bill for those covered Texas insurance holders; but similar
protections are not yet afforded under federal law. That change to federal law will be
up to the Congress and the President to enact.
SB 1037 relating to limitations on the information reported by consumer reporting agencies
SB 1037 was signed by Governor Abbott on 5/31/19 and was effective on that date.
The bill provides that “…a consumer reporting agency may not furnish a consumer
report containing information related to … a collection account with a medical industry
code, if the consumer was covered by a health benefit plan at the time of the event
giving rise to the collection and the collection is for an outstanding balance, after copayments, deductibles, and coinsurance, owed to an emergency care provider or a
facility-based provider for an out-of-network benefit claim….” This does not prevent
you from receiving the bill nor does it affect your obligations of payment.
*The above information was obtained from third-party sources and is to be only used for
further research. It does not constitute legal advice and should not be relied upon as such.
If you are interested, you can view the bill language at : capitol.texas.gov
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NEIGHBORS NIGHT OUT 2019
SPRING SHADOWS CIVIC ASSOCIATION
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2019
PLEASE CHECK THE ASSOCIATION WEBSITE FOR A
LIST OF PARTIES WITHIN THE SUBDIVISION
www.springshadows.org
IF YOU WANT TO REGISTER YOUR NEIGHBORS NIGHT OUT PARTY DIRECTLY WITH
PCT. 5 CONSTABLE OFFICE...
The link below is for event registration with Harris County Pct. 5. Please contact Lt. Hutter with any
questions. The cut off day for scheduling officers to attend parties is Friday, September 20th, 2019.

https://constablepct5.com/index.php/event-registration/
Mitch M. Hutter
Lieutenant, Patrol
Harris County Constable's Office Pct. 5
17423 Katy Freeway, Houston, TX 77094
281-463-6666 (Dispatch)
281-704-6825 (Cell)
Note: Spring Shadows Civic Association will be providing HC Pct.5 with a list of parties in the subdivision
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REAL ESTATE MARKET REPORT
Spring Shadows - Market Information for August 2019
Active Listings on 8/30/2019

27

12 months ending July 31, 2019:
Number of Homes Sold
Average days on the market
Highest Priced Home
Average Sales Price/SqFt
Average Sales Price

102
58
$544,000
$152.74
$364,443

Prior year - 12 months ending July 31, 2018:
Number of Homes Sold
Average days on the market
Highest Priced Home
Average Sales Price/SqFt
Average Sales Price

106
56
$460,000
$147.43
$342,408

Home buyers push sales volumes to record highs

HOUSTON — (August 14, 2019) — Consumers kept Realtors across greater Houston busy in July, accounting for the greatest one-month volume of single-family home sales of all time. According to the latest monthly
report from the Houston Association of Realtors ®(HAR), July single-family home sales totaled 8,953. That is up
11.6 percent year-over-year and exceeds the last one-month sales volume record set in June 2018 (8,385). On a
year-to-date basis, sales are 3.0 percent ahead of 2018’s record volume. Realtors point to low mortgage interest
rates and the steady growth in inventory for the solid monthly performance.
Homes in the $500,000 to $750,000 range staged the biggest sales gains, up 22.0 percent versus July
2018. Next were homes in the $250,000 to $500,000 range, which rose 16.9 percent.
The median price of all single-family homes (the figure at which half of the homes sold for more and half
sold for less) reached the highest level ever for a July, climbing 2.2 percent to $250,000. The average price also
set a July record, rising 2.2 percent to $312,727.
Broken out by housing segment, July sales performed as follows:
$100,000 - $149,999: decreased 4.9 percent
$150,000 - $249,999: increased 7.7 percent
$250,000 - $499,999: increased 16.9 percent
$500,000 - $749,999: increased 22.0 percent
HAR also analyzes sales activity for just existing single-family homes. Existing home sales totaled 7,453 in
July, up 10.5 percent versus the same month last year. The average sales price rose 3.0 percent to $306,243
while the median sales price increased 3.2 percent to $240,000.
Prepared by:
ARLENE NOVICK,
REALTOR® SRES®
Keller Williams Realty Metropolitan
a.novick@comcast.net
713-898-0818
www.ArleneNovick.com
Information obtained from HAR MLS, is believed to be accurate but is not guaranteed. This should not be considered an opinion
of value.
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“FIDO” FOOD ACT
S.B. No. 476
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Chapter 437, Health and Safety Code, is amended by adding Section
437.025 to read as follows:

Sec. 437.025. REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS IN OUTDOOR DINING AREAS; MUNICIPAL PREEMPTION.
(a) A food service establishment may permit a customer to be accompanied by a dog in
an outdoor dining area if:
(1) the establishment posts a sign in a conspicuous location in the area stating that dogs
are permitted;
(2) the customer and dog access the area directly from the exterior of the establishment;
(3) the dog does not enter the interior of the establishment;
(4) the customer keeps the dog on a leash and controls the dog;
(5) the customer does not allow the dog on a seat, table, countertop, or similar surface;
and
(6) in the area, the establishment does not:
(A) prepare food; or
(B) permit open food other than food that is being served to a customer.
(b) A municipality may not adopt or enforce an ordinance, rule, or similar measure that
imposes a requirement on a food service establishment for a dog in an outdoor dining area that is more stringent than the requirements described by Subsection (a).
(c) The requirements described by Subsection (a) do not apply to a service animal, as
defined by Section 437.023(c).
SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2019
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Neuens Road Drainage Project Meeting on 8/22/19
By Rob Cooms, President Spring Shadows Civic Association

This overall project is actually five (5) sub-projects. This meeting was about SubProject 1 (Neuens Rd) which must be built first and is meant to be the backbone for the
rest. The other 4 Sub-Projects, when eventually built, will feed rainwater into the Neuens
Sub-Project and are not currently funded. The other four (4) sub-projects are in Spring
Shadows and Campbell Woods.
Neuens is a 1.2-mile combination drainage and mobility project. The road will be rebuilt as a 2 lane road and will contain additional features to increase the ability to retain
water and increase the amount of water to flow out of the southern part of Spring Shadows. This project is estimated at $18.2 million. Under the Master Agreement, the funding
was split 80/20 between the City of Houston and Precinct 4 of Harris County, in that order. The county was going to pay for the street construction portion; the city would pay
for the drainage portion.(007930)
The Neuens Project was included on the City of Houston's Capital Improvement Project (CIP) listing. CIP projects are supposed to be funded by a “guaranteed” spending
fund. Now, we are advised that the funding source has been changed by the city
(attributed to Mayor Turner) to funding by a federal grant relating to Hurricane Harvey.
Under that grant, money has to be spent first and then reimbursed by the federal government. Since the city doesn't have much money, it would have to spend some money, wait
reimbursement, spend more money, have it reimbursed, etc. These are the so-called
“Additional Requirements” which were not present before. The city and county are trying
to work them out
The Neuens construction was hoped to start in the first quarter for 2020. At the
meeting, city personnel advised that that date was anticipated to remain on schedule despite the new funding mechanism. There was a considerable amount of skepticism about
this expressed by the audience attendance. It is important to note that the Project was
not cancelled but is subject to delay since now the funding has strings (Additional Requirements).
Concerned residents need to write letters to Mayor Turner, and whoever might be
elected as Mayor and City Council Members (District A and At-Large) in the fall. Concerned residents need to stay involved and monitor the Neuens Project. I hope it will become a campaign issue for Mayoral, City Council District A, and At-Large Council Member candidates that are appealing for the votes of Spring Shadows residents.
Slides from the Neuens meeting are posted on the SSCA website
www.springshadows.org.
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No Hidden Number Winner
$125.00 is the prize this issue!

YARD OF THE MONTH
AUGUST WINNERS
Area 1 2635 Pomeran
Area 2 2702 Manila
Area 3 2922 Shadowdale
Area 4 9638 Lawngate
Area 5 2415 Eaglerock

Your six digit account number is the top
line of your address label. The number
is included in one of the articles in this is
-sue. When you find your number, contact the office by letter or email. Give us
your name, your account number, the
article in which you found it and a check
will be in your mail box soon. Prizes
must be claimed within 45 days and unclaimed prizes roll over into the next issue. The numbers are randomly picked
by SCCA’s CPA firm. Association dues
are not used to fund the prize.

SEPTEMBER WINNERS
Area 1
2602 Hollow Hook
Area 2
2719 Shadowdale
Area 3
2919 Manila
Area 4
9634 Colleen
Area 5
2214 Lexford

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS
Please let the office know
your email* address so you
can be included on important
Association news. The office
needs only ONE (1) good
email address per family.

GENERAL MEETING
and
ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
FOR THE 2020-21 TERM

Email your name and street
address to the Association at
sscaoffice@yahoo.com.

TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 8, 2019
7PM

If you are currently receiving
group emails from the Association, then you’re already in
the system and do not need to
take further action.
Thank you.

Spring Woods Baptist Church

*email address will be used for Association
business only

10131 Emnora
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Hammerly Mini Storage
100% Climate Controlled
9438 Hammerly

713-722-7141

Pat and John Williams

Luper’s Pool Service

Tom Luper, 713-894-0425
Pool Renovations, Equipment Repair/
Replacement, Underground Leak Repairs,
Skimmer Repair/Replacement,
Deck Repair or Replacement,
Weekly Maintenance, Drain and Clean
References, Insured

As You Like It
Carpet Care
“Service That Everyone Talks About”
Carpet and Oriental Rug Cleaning
All Types of Carpet Repairs
Emergency Water Extraction

Ron Mink

(713) 467-3185

A Spring Shadows Resident
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Spring Branch Pet Patrol
Pet Sitting Service

Lois Wingo

713-461-2857

www.sbpetpatrol.com
20 years experience, specializing in daily
noon visits/walking, overnight stays
and med administering.
Accredited by BBB and Angie’s List Member
Received Angie’s Super Service Award in
2013 and 2014
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JENNIFER HUNTER WALZ
ATTORNEY AT LAW
WILLS•TRUSTS•POWERS OF ATTORNEY•PROBATE
(free 1 hour consultation at your location)
P. O. BOX 430341
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77243-0341
713.446.7730 jennifer@hunterwalzlaw.com
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NOTE TO ADVERTISERS

The next issue of the Spring Shadows Civic Association
Newscaster will be December 2019. Please advise the
Association office if you plan to discontinue or change
your ad for the new year no later than Friday October
31, 2019. The price is $50.00 per issue and there are
six (6) issues per year. Your support by advertising in
the Newscaster is greatly appreciated.
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Advertising Policy for Spring Shadows Civic Association
Approved by the Board of Directors on May 15, 2017

It has been suggested that the Civic Association establish an advertising policy that will
allow more community businesses to advertise in the Newscaster. A policy would establish a fixed number of advertising spaces and allow those businesses currently advertising, and those who would advertise if space was available, an equal opportunity
to submit camera ready advertisements together with payment, by January 1, 2018, for
the initial 2018 Newscaster, and following editions.
The Newscaster is a bi-monthly publication of the Spring Shadows Civic Association, Inc. presenting information about the subdivision and the neighborhood to the residents of the Spring
Shadows Subdivision. Spring Shadows has 1,966 homes comprising the membership of the
Association. The Newscaster is published in February, April, June, August, October, and December of each year.
Beginning January 1, 2018, the Newscaster will make available approximately 40 advertising
spaces for local businesses to advertise their goods and services to residents and homeowners. Each advertising space will be the same size, 1/8th page (approximately business card
size, each measuring 3.5” x 2” (including border or background).
An advertisement may be purchased and placed issue-by-issue, or six issues may be purchased in January, at a cost of $50.00 per issue. All advertisements will be placed in the
Newscaster on a space available basis, in the order received. Advertisements must be submitted to the Association’s office in a camera-ready format and must be paid for in advance.
Advertisements, together with payment, must be received in the Association’s office by the
following deadlines:
December 1st, for the following year’s February Newscaster
February 1st for the April Newscaster
April 1st for the June Newscaster
June 1st for the August Newscaster
August 1st for the October Newscaster; and
October 1st for the December Newscaster.
Advertising rates for the next calendar year are determined by the Association each October.
The Association reserves the right to refuse advertising if, in its sole discretion, the Association
finds that the advertisement is not in the best interest of the residents. Advertisers must comply with any applicable laws or regulations regarding their advertisements. The Association is
not liable for the content of any advertisement and does not endorse nor assume any responsibility or liability for an advertiser’s product or service.
Spring Shadows Teens ages 13 years to 18 years, who offer a service to Spring Shadows residents, may be listed in an Association advertisement at no cost. Teens interested in offering
a service should contact the Association’s office.
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