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ASSOCIATION INFORMATION
CALENDAR
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Executive Committee Meetings: Mondays, Dec.2 , Jan. 6, 6:45 pm
BOD Meetings: Mondays, Dec. 9, Jan. 20 6:45 pm
ACC Meetings: Wednesdays, Dec. 18, Jan.22, 6:45 pm
Garbage pickup: Fridays
Recycling: Fridays: Dec.6, 20, Jan. 3,17, 31
Large Trash, Junk Pick-Up: Friday, Dec.27
Tree Waste Pick-Up: Friday, Jan. 24
General Meeting April 14, 7:00 pm
JANUARY 2020

DECEMBER 2019
Sun. Dec.1 Advent Begins
Sat. Dec.7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance
Sat. Dec.21 Start of Winter
Sun. Dec.22 - Mon. Dec.30 Hanukkah
Wed. Dec. 25 Christmas
Thurs. Dec. 26 - Wed. Jan. 1 Kwanzaa
Tues, Dec. 31 New Years Eve

Wed. Jan. 1 New Years Day
Mon. Jan. 20 Martin Luther King Day
The office will be closed
Dec. 24, 2019 through Jan.1, 2020

Important Phone Numbers

Online Newscaster
The Newscaster is delivered to members’
homes by the 1st of February, April, June,
August, October and December. It can be
viewed online at www.springshadows.org
by the 15th of the month prior to delivery.

Pct. 5 Constable 281-463-6666
Graffiti Removal 311 (713-837-0311)
Emergency 911
Houston Police (Non Emer) 713-884-3131

Office Information

Houston Fire (Admin) 832-394-6700

10355 Centrepark Drive, Suite 220
Houston, Texas 77043
Tel. 713 460 1718
Fax 713 460 2399
www.springshadows.org
email: sscaoffice@yahoo.com
Office hours Mon. – Fri. 8:30 AM – 3:00 PM

SBISD Police 713-984-9805
Brenda Stardig Council Member District A
832-393-3010
BARC (Roaming Dogs) 713-229-7342
Contact information correct at time of printing.

INFORMATION POSTED IN THE NEWSCASTER IS FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT
ENDORSED BY SPRING SHADOWS CIVIC ASSOCIATION UNLESS SPECIFICALLY STATED OTHERWISE.
SPRING SHADOWS CIVIC ASSOCIATION WILL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR DECISIONS MADE
BASED ON INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS PUBLICATION.
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WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT
First, it is with great sadness that I wanted to let you know of the sudden passing of
Steve Arriata. For several years, he was the initial contact that residents had with SSCA
and the main contact with our Architectural Control matters. Steve has always cheerful and
helpful. He will certainly be missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with Michelle Arriata.
2019 Year in Review
I’ve been told that an ancient curse goes, “May you live in interesting times.” A lot has
happened this year.
We’ve hired new office staff. Sharon Noake is our new Financial Assistant. Liz Anderson
is our new Administrative Assistant. Sharon will be responsible for doing our accounting and
working with our maintenance fees. Liz will be the primary one you speak with on the phone
and will also be the primary contact with architectural control matters.
Your Board of Directors has formed two new committees this year to help us better serve
residents. The Communications Committee was established to find better ways to help us
communicate better internally. The External Branding Committee was established to help
us externally get the word out about the virtues of Spring Shadows as a place to live. Another function of that committee is to try to encourage retail amenities to locate nearby.
We restored mosquito fogging this year at the request of an overwhelming majority of
residents who shared their opinion with us. For the first time, we implemented a program of
putting mosquito dunks in our storm drains to mitigate mosquito larvae. Most residents
seem to be happy with the results
Another challenge this year has been the weather. On May 9th, we were hit with a hail
storm that caused many hundreds of roofs in Spring Shadows to need replacing, including
mine. Please remember that, under our deed restrictions, all roofing must receive prior approval by SSCA. Other modifications also need prior approval such as patio covers.
On September 19th, we were visited by Tropical Storm Imelda which dropped some 9½
inches of rain in two hours. Unfortunately, no drainage system can handle that much water
in so short of time. As a result, the owners of 33 homes reported that water had entered
their homes. If your home actually got water inside, and you haven’t already let us know,
we’d appreciate your emailing the SSCA Office with the home’s address.
As previously discussed, House Bill 1025, which was introduced and guided along by
State Rep. Dwyane Bohac and Senator John Whitmire, restored our ability to elect SSCA
Directors to represent the Section where they live. This restored our elections to the way
our Bylaws were written at the beginning of the Spring Shadows sub-division.
Last, but certainly not least, I want to take this opportunity to thank all those who have
contributed to helping us make Spring Shadows the community it is. This includes, but isn’t
limited to the Associations Directors (who are all volunteers), other committee members,
our office staff, and the Harris County Precinct 5 Constables.
Wishing everyone a happy holiday season,
Rob Cooms
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ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE

Greetings Neighbors,
I write this message, not with glad tidings for the upcoming holiday season, but
with a sad heart mourning the loss of Steve Arrieta who passed away late last
month. Steve worked very closely with the ACC and was a great help to us and to
me especially. He will be missed. My God bless him and keep him.
I would like to welcome Liz Anderson to the team as the administrative assistant
for the SSCA and the committee’s new support. Liz will be your new first point of
contact for matters dealing with the ACC and has been doing a great job over the
last couple of months transitioning into her new role.
ACC applications for roof replacements have slowed way down in the last month.
Many of you have also taken the opportunity to make needed repairs or upgrades
to your homes. The committee thanks everyone that submitted applications for this
work and reminds those that still plan to make exterior changes that our deed restrictions require approval from the ACC. For the majority of the applications we
have streamlined the approval process so that applications take from a few minutes
for a roof with approved material, to a day or two for most other projects.
Fall and winter are great times to trim trees and bushes while they are dormant
and to apply winter fertilizer. Take advantage of the cool days to plant Fall color or
to garden and prep beds for the coming spring.
Finally, I am looking forward to all the wonderful displays of holiday lights and decorations that our neighborhood is famous for. I also wish safe travels to everyone
as you go about your holiday seasons.
David W. Jurgens
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PATROL & SAFETY COMMITTEE

John Arnold, Joe Canales, Lynda Cooms, David Durham, Jerry Gilcrease,
Ben Gillis, Tom Pizzo, and Sgt. F. Hernandez

We are fortunate that the crime rate in our community is as low as it is. The security we have in Spring Shadows is one of our best investments. Thank you to
Sergeant Hernandez and the Pct. 5 Deputies for your hard work in our area. As a
reminder to all Spring Shadows residents, please be sure to call the Pct. 5 Dispatcher at (281) 463-6666 first should you have a security issue as this will give
you the quickest response to your security needs.
SECURITY TIPS AND REMINDERS:
Most vehicles in Spring Shadows that are burglarized are unlocked and/or
have valuables left in view in the vehicle. Remember to lock your vehicles
when parking in your driveway or on the street AND remove all valuables.
HIDE IT, LOCK IT OR LOSE IT!.
If you SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING! Call the Pct. 5 Dispatcher at
(281) 463-6666 if you have a security issue or see something suspicious!
WHEN WALKING PLEASE REMEMBER:
Always walk on the sidewalk if there is one. If there is no sidewalk, walk
FACING the traffic, NOT with the traffic to your back.
If there are no sidewalks and you are walking in the street, remember
that you ARE WALKING IN A STREET and not on a walking trail. The
traffic has priority.
Be safe and be seen. Make yourself visible to drivers. Wear bright/light
colored clothing and reflective materials.
Carry a flashlight when walking at night or in the dark.
Don’t assume vehicles will stop. Try to make eye contact with the driver,
not just look at the vehicle. If a driver is on a cell phone, he or she may
not be paying enough attention to drive safely.
Don’t wear headphones or talk on a cell phone when walking or crossing
streets.
Be alert to engine noise or backup lights when you are near on-street
parking or crossing driveways.
6
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Steven Seibel Arrieta, age 62 of Katy, Texas, passed away unexpectedly in Paige, Texas on October 28, 2019.
Steve was born to Albert and Rose Arrieta on October 14, 1957 in Santa Monica, California. He graduated from Western High School in Anaheim, California, received an AA degree from Fullerton College in Fullerton, California, a BS in Physics from California State University in Long Beach, California and an MS in Physics from University of Delaware in Newark,
Delaware. Steve also attended University of The Basque Country in San Sebastian, Spain where he studied the Basque
language.
In 1979, Steve began working for Rockwell International, now The Boeing Company, and became a Rocket Propulsion
Engineer in 1987. Upon completion of his master’s degree, he transferred with Boeing from Huntington Beach, California to
Houston, Texas and worked with NASA on the space shuttle flights. Steve retired from Boeing in 2015 and enjoyed the 35
years that he worked in aerospace as a “Rocket Scientist”. Since 2016, Steve used his IT skills and worked for the Spring
Shadows Civic Association in Houston, TX.
In 2008, Steve took private pilot ground school classes at San Jacinto College. He received his Private Pilot Certificate
in 2008 and went on to get his Instrument Rating in 2013-14 from Flying Tigers. He also was a member of AOPA (Aircraft
Owners and Pilots Association).
Steve is preceded in death by his parents. He is survived by his loving wife Michelle “Mickie”, sister Elaine Delgado,
brother-in-law’s and sister’s-in-law’s Mary and Rick Lambert and Geoff and Tina Luis, and his three nephews CJ, Jimmy, and
Thomas, all of whom he adored.

Memorial services in both Texas and California are pending. Please check the Bastrop Providence Funeral Home
website, www.bastropprovidencefuneralhome.com, for updates on these services.
Charitable contributions, in the form of a check, can be made to AOPA at 421 Aviation Way, Frederick, MD 21701.
Writing Steve’s name in the memo line of the check will help them know the contribution is being made in his memory.

Spring Shadows Civic Association 2020 Executive Committee
Slate Approved by the BOD November 11, 2019
President:
Executive Vice President:
Vice Chair (ACC Chair):
Treasurer:
Secretary:
At Large Positions:

Carl Thompson
Leigh Anne Bryant
David Jurgens
Teresa Worley
Susan Boone
Greg Janak, Rob Cooms, David Van Bergen,
Kyle Geary, and Ginny Densman

Congratulations to all these elected officers. They begin their terms January 1, 2020
27 Neighbors Night Out parties were hosted by members of Spring Shadows Civic Association on Tuesday, October 1ST 2019. There were a total number of 769
members (571 adults, 198 children) that attended and participated in these parties. Thanks to the hosts and all SSCA members who attended these parties.
(011720)
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REAL ESTATE MARKET REPORT
Spring Shadows
Market Information for October 2019
Active Listings on 11/4/2019
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12 months ending October 31, 2019:
Number of Homes Sold
Average days on the market
Highest Priced Home
Average Sales Price/SqFt
Average Sales Price

94 (down from 99 in September)
64 (up from 58 in September)
$544,000
$157.11 (up from $153.24 in September)
$363,712 (down from $364,629)

Prior year - 12 months ending October 31, 2018:
Number of Homes Sold
Average days on the market
Highest Priced Home
Average Sales Price/SqFt
Average Sales Price

106
58
$475,000
$147.07
$348,141

Home sales remain on track for another record year
HOUSTON — (October 9, 2019) — Houston home sales registered the seventh positive
month of 2019 in September as consumers continued to take advantage of low mortgage
interest rates, keeping a market that normally slows down this time of year buzzing.
For the second month in a row, homes in the $250,000 to $500,000 range saw the
greatest sales gains, jumping 18.7 percent compared to September 2018.
The median price of a single-family home (the figure at which half of the homes sold for
more and half sold for less) reached the highest level ever for a September, climbing 4.7
percent to $244,000. The average price also achieved a September record, rising 1.5
percent to $298,947.
Broken out by housing segment, July sales performed as follows:
•
•
•
•

$100,000
$150,000
$250,000
$500,000

-

$149,999:
$249,999:
$499,999:
$749,999:

decreased 14.6 percent
increased 4.6 percent
increased 18.7 percent
increased 12.6 percent

HAR also breaks out sales activity for just existing single-family homes. Existing home
sales totaled 5,742 in September. That is up 8.0 percent versus the same month last year.
The average sales price rose 3.3 percent to $286,784 while the median sales price
increased 5.0 percent to $230,000.
Prepared by:
ARLENE NOVICK,
REALTOR® SRES®
Keller Williams Realty Metropolitan
a.novick@comcast.net
713-898-0818
www.ArleneNovick.com
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YOUR HARRIS COUNTY PCT. 5 CONSTABLES
Sergeant F. Hernandez began his law enforcement career with Harris County Constable
Precinct 5 in June 2005. He has worked in various divisions such as Contract Patrol,
Parks Division, Toll Road and Special Operations / Tactical Division. In March 2014, he
was promoted to the rank of Sergeant in the Contract Patrol Division where he was
assigned to the Southwest District. Sergeant F. Hernandez is currently assigned to Spring
Shadows neighborhood and looks forward to serving his community. When not serving
his community Sergeant Hernandez enjoys fishing, Houston sports and spending time
with his family.

Deputy M. Abusnineh began his career with Pct. 5 on June 22, 2019 and is currently
assigned to the Spring Shadows area. He works the power shift. Before his career started
with Pct. 5, he worked as a computer and mobile phone technician and sales
representative. He attended The Wharton County Junior College police academy in
January 2019. He enjoys activities with his friends and family, an Avid computer gamer,
and an outgoing soul loving being out helping his community. Deputy Abusnineh is very
fluent in Arabic and is currently a student at Lone Star College Cy-Fair.

Deputy J.C. Flores born September 24, 1990 in Houston, TX. Always have been intrigued
with serving my country either through military and/or law enforcement growing up. First
generation born in the U.S, making me the first Police Officer in the family; a trend I hope
continues. I am a father of 2 beautiful girls and happily married. Very family oriented so on
my off time I like to spend as much time with my family as I can. I look forward to serving
and protecting the resident of Spring Shadows.

Deputy Victoria Ensley has been with Harris County Constable Precinct 5 for the last five
and half years on nightshift patrol. Prior to, she worked in Harris County Jail for 4 years
and attended the University of Houston Downtown to obtain her Basic Peace Officer's
license. Deputy Ensley is currently in the process of obtaining her bachelor’s in criminal
justice as well. Deputy Ensley enjoys travelling, especially cruises, and also loves cooking
when she is not serving. Deputy Ensley has done a lot of community service outreach
programs, such as being a Girl Scout troop leader and mentoring the youth.

Deputy D. Ramirez began her career with Pct.5 on June 25, 2018 and is currently assigned
to the Spring Shadows area; she is working the evening shift. She previously worked in
sales while attending the University of Houston Downtown police academy. Once
graduated she immediately began her career as a Basic Peace Officer for Pct.5.

11

Ken Arnold, Chairman

Security
Education
Mobility
Diversity
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Judging of Holiday Decorations

No Hidden Number Winner
$150.00 is the prize this issue!

Judging for the Holiday Decorating Contest for homes in the Spring Shadows Civic Association will be the weekend of December 14th and 15th. During that weekend, please have your outdoor display lit
from 7 pm - 9 pm both days so the judges
can see your handiwork. Our website
www.springshadows.org will have a list of
winners posted by Monday, December
16th, so you can drive around to see the
winning homes yourself.

Your six digit account number is the top
line of your address label. The number
is included in one of the articles in this is
-sue. When you find your number, contact the office by letter or email. Give us
your name, your account number, the
article in which you found it and a check
will be in your mail box soon. Prizes
must be claimed within 45 days and unclaimed prizes roll over into the next issue. The numbers are randomly picked
by SCCA’s CPA firm. Association dues
are not used to fund the prize.

As a reminder, all holiday décor including lights, should be removed by January
15th, 2020.
Thank you

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS

NO DUMPING ALLOWED

Please let the office know
your email* address so you
can be included on important
Association news. The office
needs only ONE (1) good
email address per family.

It has come to the Association’s
attention that some residents and or
yard crews are dumping yard waste in
the Harris County Flood Control ditches and rights-of-way.

Email your name and street
address to the Association at
sscaoffice@yahoo.com.

DO NOT use the ditches or rightsof-way for any type of waste dumping.
Instead, please use the City of Houston approved yard waste bags for all
yard debris.

If you are currently receiving
group emails from the Association, then you’re already in
the system and do not need to
take further action.

Also, remember, DO NOT dump or
blow any kind of waste into the street
drains.

Thank you.

Consider using the City of Houston
Adopt-A-Drain program. Learn more
about this program at
www.HoustonAdoptaDrain.org.

*email address will be used for Association
business only
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Hammerly Mini Storage
100% Climate Controlled
9438 Hammerly

713-722-7141

Pat and John Williams

Luper’s Pool Service

Tom Luper, 713-894-0425
Pool Renovations, Equipment Repair/
Replacement, Underground Leak Repairs,
Skimmer Repair/Replacement,
Deck Repair or Replacement,
Weekly Maintenance, Drain and Clean
References, Insured

As You Like It
Carpet Care
“Service That Everyone Talks About”
Carpet and Oriental Rug Cleaning
All Types of Carpet Repairs
Emergency Water Extraction

Ron Mink

(713) 467-3185

A Spring Shadows Resident
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Spring Branch Pet Patrol
Pet Sitting Service

Lois Wingo

713-461-2857

www.sbpetpatrol.com
20 years experience, specializing in daily
noon visits/walking, overnight stays
and med administering.
Accredited by BBB and Angie’s List Member
Received Angie’s Super Service Award in
2013 and 2014
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JENNIFER HUNTER WALZ
ATTORNEY AT LAW
WILLS•TRUSTS•POWERS OF ATTORNEY•PROBATE
(free 1 hour consultation at your location)
P. O. BOX 430341
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77243-0341
713.446.7730 jennifer@hunterwalzlaw.com
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NOTE TO ADVERTISERS
The next issue of the Spring Shadows Civic Association
Newscaster will be February 2020. Please advise the
Association office if you plan to discontinue or change
your ad for the new year no later than Thursday, January 2, 2020. The price is $50.00 per issue and there are
six (6) issues per year. Your support by advertising in
the Newscaster is greatly appreciated.

YOUR ADD HERE

YOUR ADD HERE
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Advertising Policy for Spring Shadows Civic Association
Approved by the Board of Directors on May 15, 2017

It has been suggested that the Civic Association establish an advertising policy that will
allow more community businesses to advertise in the Newscaster. A policy would establish a fixed number of advertising spaces and allow those businesses currently advertising, and those who would advertise if space was available, an equal opportunity
to submit camera ready advertisements together with payment, by January 1, 2018, for
the initial 2019 Newscaster, and following editions.
The Newscaster is a bi-monthly publication of the Spring Shadows Civic Association, Inc. presenting information about the subdivision and the neighborhood to the residents of the Spring
Shadows Subdivision. Spring Shadows has 1,966 homes comprising the membership of the
Association. The Newscaster is published in February, April, June, August, October, and December of each year.
Beginning January 1, 2018, the Newscaster will make available approximately 40 advertising
spaces for local businesses to advertise their goods and services to residents and homeowners. Each advertising space will be the same size, 1/8th page (approximately business card
size, each measuring 3.5” x 2” (including border or background).
An advertisement may be purchased and placed issue-by-issue, or six issues may be purchased in January, at a cost of $50.00 per issue. All advertisements will be placed in the
Newscaster on a space available basis, in the order received. Advertisements must be submitted to the Association’s office in a camera-ready format and must be paid for in advance.
Advertisements, together with payment, must be received in the Association’s office by the
following deadlines:
December 1st for the following year’s February Newscaster
February 1st for the April Newscaster
April 1st the June Newscaster
June 1st for the August Newscaster
August 1st for the October Newscaster; and
October 1st for the December Newscaster.
Advertising rates for the next calendar year are determined by the Association each October.
The Association reserves the right to refuse advertising if, in its sole discretion, the Association
finds that the advertisement is not in the best interest of the residents. Advertisers must comply with any applicable laws or regulations regarding their advertisements. The Association is
not liable for the content of any advertisement and does not endorse nor assume any responsibility or liability for an advertiser’s product or service.
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THE VERY BEST OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON TO ALL

